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1. Ticket prices  
 
The Committee are pleased to advise that our 
subscription prices for 2026 are as follows: 
 
Full Membership  (March - November 2026) 
Adult £ 117.50 
Registered disabled £ 102.50 
Junior (up to 17 years) £ 27.50 
Joining fee for new members £ 25.00 
New members under 17 years- 1st year £  FREE 
   
 

Weekly Visitor Tickets 
 

        Adult   £92.50              Junior  £27.50 
 

  Day Visitor Tickets 
 

        Adults £42.50              Junior £20.00 
 
PLEASE SEND YOUR Application Form, 
Subscriptions and Catch Return (with a SAE) directly 
to Trevor Sobey,  (Honorary Treasurer), Higher Trevartha 
Farm, Pengover, Liskeard, PL14 3NJ; before 1st April 
2026 or attend the AGM in person on 20th February 2026.  
 



Please note that any members who do not renew 
before 1st April 2026 will be required to pay the Club 
joining fee again. 
 

 
 
2. AGM Invitation 
 
All current members are invited to attend the Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) of the Liskeard and District 
Angling Club on 20th February 2026 – starting at 19:30hrs 
- Constitutional Club, 9 Market St, Liskeard, PL14 3JH - 
in the upstairs meeting room.  
 
Pay your subscriptions, hand in your catch return 
and collect your 2026 season ticket, hear about the 
club’s news,  (possibly) win a prize in the raffle, have 
your say and meet other members and the 
Committee. Perhaps even stand for the Committee 
this time? 
 

 
3. Club Trophies  

Members are encouraged to submit catches that could 
qualify under one of the four open categories: the Brown 
trout, Sea trout, Salmon and Junior Achievement. The 
current trophy holders are listed below. 

  2024 Holder                All Time Record 
Salmon J Drew     12lb  8oz      J Hawken   28lb 0oz 
Sea Trout Not awarded                 A Bruce      21lb 0oz   
Brown Trout  J Drew    2lb  10oz      G Hake        4lb 1oz 
Lynher J Drew   
Junior  S Sobey    
 
There is a submittal form at the end this newsletter – or 
you can download one from the Club website. 



 
Please note all entries must be received by 31st 
December 2025. 
 

 
 
4. Sustaining fishing stocks  
 
Good news once again. From catch returns all our 
members have once again showed great support for 
sustaining our fish stocks and all reported exceeding/ 
meeting our catch and release targets.  
 
LDAC reached 100% catch/release for both 
salmon and sea trout in all rivers in 2024. 
 
 
A copy of all the rivers’ rules can be found on the 
LDAC website or contact the Secretary if you need a 
paper copy.  
 
Failure to adhere to them would regrettably result in 
loss of your membership privileges. 
 

 
 
5. Lost and Found 
 
Don’t forget to contact the Honorary Secretary at 
sec@ldac.org.uk if you have either lost or found any item 
on the clubs’ waters. We do attempt to reunite any items 
reported to their rightful owners.  

 
 
6. Work Party changes 
 
We continue to encourage all members to keep bankside 
pathways clear as they fish through our various beats by 



safely and carefully clearing and removing obstacles 
such as fallen branches. This is especially important on 
the less well-used beats where vegetation growth can 
impede access to the river.  
 
If any areas need additional resources details can be 
emailed to the sec@ldac.org.uk. These will then be 
reviewed and dealt with by ad hoc work parties that are 
organised for such areas. It is expected that by giving the 
membership ownership of identifying problem areas more 
useful accessibility will be created.  
 
Don’t forget that if you want to help on any of our rivers 
send your email address to our Chairman Jon Hake who 
has kindly offered to co-ordinate such work; his email is 
jonhake@hotmail.co.uk   
 

 
 
7. Chairman’s Report  
 
As another season comes to a close the numbers of fish 
reportedly caught have been very similar to last season.  
 
I hope you were successful in catching a few fish.  
 
Salmon runs were uncharacteristically late in the season 
again with most being caught from August onwards. Sea 
trout runs were similar in their pattern, late - but also 
noticeably lacking in numbers of smaller fish. 
 
When the 2025 catch returns are in we will have more 
definitive data. 
 
As most of you probably know I've been pushing hard for 
progress in the Draynes valley, a key area where my 
predecessor Rob Williams had done such great work on 
the spawning gravel. 



 
With some internal lobbying by Paul Jordan it is gratifying 
to be able to report real progress there. A full description 
of the works is set out below in Section 8, Secretary’s 
Report.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the FRA for 
funding this work and to SWW for matching that funding. 
Without this it would not have been possible to engage 
WRT to proceed. 
 
Our membership seems to be more stable these days. 
With just a small trickle of leavers we are pleased to 
welcome all new members into the fold.  
 
If members know of anyone that would like to go fishing 
please encourage them to join LDAC as we have some 
fabulous waters with the choice of salmon, sea trout, 
brown trout and, of course, the lady of the stream, the 
grayling.  
 
I do spend a lot of time on the riverbank and other than 
catching fish it is a delight to watch wildlife in, on and 
around the rivers. Otters, kingfishers and dippers nesting 
are a highlight, but cormorants I am less pleased to see. 
 
As an aside I would like to report on the extraordinary 
catch made by G Hake whilst brood-stock fishing on the 
River Lynher this winter. 
 
My brother hooked a fish that played deep and strong 
and took more than 45 minutes to land. Indeed it could 
have been a much longer fight and might not have ended 
successfully unless Nick, the Hatchery owner, made a 
timely appearance. With Grahams net too small to land 
the fish Nick was quickly despatched to “go get a bigger 
net…. “ 
 



After being safely netted, the cock fish, coloured, but in 
fine condition was carefully measured at 37 inches in 
length. Graham, not one to exaggerate, estimated it to be 
over 20lb in weight. What a fish. 
 
As the hatchery already had its complement of cock fish 
this one was safely returned to the river to perform its 
duties with some lucky lass.  
 
Well done Graham!  
 
Finally, I would like to thank the Committee for their 
continued hard work. We have a dedicated group there 
who keep an eye on things but we do need new 
volunteers.  
 
I hope to see you all at the AGM in February and also 
see more of you on the riverbank in 2026. 
 
Tight lines, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year  
 
Jon Hake 
 

 
 
8. Secretary’s report 
 
In writing the newsletter it is a time to contemplate what 
has happened on the rivers in the last year and whether 
events were positive or negative.  
 
Simply put, did our rivers improve, stay the same, or get 
worse?  
 
A positive answer to the first question is to be seen in the 
upper reaches of the River Fowey – it has certainly seen 
a big improvement during 2025.  
 



In the recent past, work parties struggled to keep the 
gravel beds clean for effective spawning. As more and 
more weeds grew and fine sediment input increased from 
the moor it was becoming clear that there was a 
fundamental problem with the upper reaches.  
 
A walkover survey with expert help identified that the 
riverbed has, in the Draynes area, eroded down below 
the peri-glacial gravels deposited eons ago. As a result 
there is effectively no further natural source for gravel 
input into the river. This, along with the inevitable 
downstream redistribution of gravels during floods had 
left much of the Draynes bereft of suitable sites for 
spawning. 
 
Following discussions and consultations, permission was 
sought from a landowner and the EA for West Country 
Rivers Trust (WRT) to intervene on a key stretch. 
 
Significant funds were requested and made available by 
both the FRA and SWW making it possible for WRT to 
carry out the first phase of a full riverbed re-build.  
 
In the past a few lorry loads of gravel might have sufficed 
but this problem required more effort. With the use of 
heavy machinery a 50m plus section of the bed was 
excavated to a depth of 1m and removed.  Following this 
a full re-build of the riverbed took place; materials were 
introduced that ranged in size from pea gravel to cobble 
and a previously stagnant and silted up stretch has been 
transformed into a clean, fast flowing spawning area.  
 
The next phase of work involves monitoring the impact, 
any redistribution of materials and a future plan to identify 
other areas that would benefit from such work. 
 



Now the work has been completed I am delighted to be 
able to report that sea trout redds are already evident on 
this improved stretch.  
 
Despite this good news immediate challenges still exist 
elsewhere on our rivers.  
 

• The uppermost reaches of the Warleggan are 
currently suffering from agricultural sediment input. 
Parties are aware and efforts are underway to try 
to improve the situation.  

 
• There are also several log-jams in the Golitha area 

and whilst some were removed in 2025 further 
intervention may be necessary in 2026. It is noted 
however that any work in that area requires prior 
permission from Natural England as the stretch of 
the river is included within a SSSI.  Conversations 
are underway. 

 
Apart from the obvious on-going challenges introduced 
by climate change and commercial netting at sea there is 
another man-made challenge looming on the horizon that 
could put further pressure on migratory salmonids.  
 

• It is incumbent on me to report to you that 
Cornwall Wildlife Trust (CWT) applied for a permit 
from Natural England (NE) in late May 2025 to 
release multiple pairs of wild beavers across the 
Par and Fowey catchment. For the avoidance of 
doubt these are not within enclosures but are fully-
wilded and free to roam. 

 
The arguments surrounding the benefits or otherwise of 
beaver re-introductions are widespread and the issue 
divides many. HMG have now seen fit to place Eurasian 
Beavers on the protected species list. This protection 
extends beyond the beaver into their habitat. It is now an 



offence not only to interfere with a beaver but also to 
interfere with any beaver dams that are more than 10 
days old. 
 
At the time of writing the CWT permit application 
continues to be evaluated by NE. Formal objections, 
submitted on behalf of riparian owners, anglers, 
syndicates, clubs etc. are being carefully considered by 
both NE and the EA. 
 
Despite these objections, we suspect that a permit will be 
awarded in due course. Nonetheless, we hope that 
robust conditions will be imposed on any such permit that 
will provide some protection to migrating salmonids 
(themselves a protected species) and impacted parties in 
the Fowey catchment and beyond.  
 
Enforcement of any such conditions may of course 
be the next problem; the permit applicant bears no 
responsibility, financial or otherwise, for the future 
impact of such releases.  
 
Meanwhile elsewhere in the southwest illegal releases of 
beavers continues unchecked and unpoliced.  Why is 
that I wonder? 
 
Beavers are now with us and we will, as the Chinese 
say……..” be living in interesting times.” 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
8.2 2024 Catch Return Report  
 
The 2024 season saw a marked decrease in the total 
number of LDAC rod-caught salmon year-on-year, 
dropping from 84 in 2023 to just 49 in 2024 (a fall of 



42%). Sea trout catches dropped slightly from 89 (in 
2023) to 83 in 2024 (down 7% year-on-year). 
 
On a river-by-river basis the Fowey fared best with an 
overall catch of 31 salmon (cf. 47 caught in the Fowey in 
2023). This is down 34% year-on-year; yet it still 
represents 63% of the total salmon catch for LDAC in 
2024. The River Fowey produced 62 sea trout in 2024, 
just 5% up from the disappointing record low numbers of 
fish (59) reported in 2023.  
 
Against this backdrop anglers still exceeded catch 
and release rules, once again achieving 100% for 
both salmon and sea trout on the River Fowey. 
 
The Lynher saw salmon catch numbers decrease from 
37 (in 2023) to just 15 in 2024, a decrease of 60% year-
on-year. Sea trout numbers also fell significantly, from 12 
fish in 2023 to just 3 recorded fish in 2024 (down 75%). 
This represents the lowest LDAC Lynher sea trout catch 
on record. 
  
Catch and release figures again showed 100% for 
both salmon and 100% for sea trout on the River 
Lynher. 
 
Minor rivers saw an increase in sea trout catch numbers 
in 2024. The Inny produced 2 sea trout and the Seaton 
13. The Camel produced 3 salmon but no sea trout. The 
West Looe reported just 1 sea trout.  
 
100% catch/release was reported for all these minor 
rivers. 
 
I hope that the Environment Agency recognises these 
exceptional performance figures as they consider 
implementing new salmonid bye-laws in England and 
Wales. 



 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
8.3 Other Matters 
 
The Committee met regularly this year (4 meetings) and 
attendance was good. The Committee complement saw 
no changes in 2025 but several vacancies will arise in 
2026.  
 
Firstly I should announce that I am, after many years 
finally retiring from the post of LDAC Secretary at the 
AGM in February. It has been a privilege to support the 
Club and Committee during my tenure. 
 
But all good things must come to an end and it is now 
time for me to pass the role onto the next “sacrificial 
lamb”. 
 
The role does require a bit of time, passion for our rivers 
and sport and, necessarily in this day and age, access to 
a computer. 
 
Put another way by my father-in-law: 
 
“The vacancy requires the eye of an eagle, the heart of a 
lion, and the cheek of the devil. The person appointed will 
be sober, conscientious, reliable and, of course, totally 
unpaid. There will additionally be no annual leave. The 
successful candidate will have time for no other outside 
interests; be able (blindfolded), to spin a dozen or more 
plates at the same time and simultaneously pull multiple 
rabbits out of a hat multiple times. The patience of Job is  
also considered to be a prerequisite.”  
 
Does this sound like you? If so apply now…. 
 



Seriously, be assured that full support from an excellent 
Committee and an effective hand-over from myself are 
guaranteed to the new incumbent.  
 
In addition to this, and following the retirement of another 
Committee member there will be 2 vacancies to fill at the 
forthcoming AGM. Please make yourself known to the 
Chairman if you can help. 
 
Your club is over 75 years old.  With your 
involvement we can make it to 100!  
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
8.4 Keep in touch  
 
To keep abreast of any changes to your fishing please do 
remember to always log onto the Club website at 
www.ldac.org.uk or go to our Facebook page. 
 
Remember: If we don’t have your (latest) email 
address we cannot contact you - so please do send it 
to us as you read this newsletter. Email your address 
NOW to sec@ldac.org.uk.  
 
Paul Jordan.  
Honorary Secretary 

 
 
 
9. Treasurer’s Report 
 
2025 has seen no material change in the financial 
position of the Club. As you know our income is solely 
reliant on membership numbers and I am pleased to be 
able to report this year that we have seen this increase 
slightly, albeit by only 3. We had 92 active members for 
2025.  



 
Whilst the Committee is not expecting to see any major 
increases in costs in 2026 it is clear that running costs 
creep ever upwards. We are therefore unable to maintain 
current subscription levels (for a third year) and it has 
been decided that subscription rates must increase by 
£2.50 across the board. For full time membership this 
equates to a 2% rise, well below the rate of inflation. 
 
See Section 1: Ticket Prices above for full details of the 
new rates. 
 
Renewal subscriptions should be received by the 1st 
of April 2026 to ensure we have sufficient cash flow to 
operate the Club effectively.  Failure to do so will mean 
that late returning members will be liable to pay the full 
(re-) joining fee of £25.00. 
 
Subscriptions can be paid by cheque (payable to LDAC) 
or, if you prefer, by BACS (bank details below) – but 
those members renewing by BACS must also still notify 
the Treasurer by post, and provide a SAE with their 
mandatory catch returns to enable their season ticket to 
be sent out for 2026.   
 
Account Name           LDAC 
Account number       80574988 
Sort code                  20 - 50 - 40 
 
Trevor Sobey 

 
 
Litter: As with all our beats, owned or leased, 
PLEASE take your litter home.  

 
 
 
 



10. Conservation & Hatchery News 
 
Fowey Hatchery (Colliford) 
 
Another year passes by at Colliford Hatchery, and it was 
another year with mixed conditions.  The reservoir 
recovered from the previous drought in some style and 
we have excellent water quality and temperatures to 
grow our little fish for stocking into the Loveny this year.   
 
Fin-clipped fish are still being caught in the River Fowey 
and so we know that our efforts are bearing fruit; our 
progeny make it to sea and back into the Fowey to 
spawn as adults. 
  
Don’t forget to report any fin-clipped fish that have been 
caught at - https://form.jotform.com/222064387756362   
 
The EA monitor the performance of the Hatchery based 
on such reports – and we have had a growing number 
each year since the form launched in 2020.  Many thanks 
again to everyone involved.  
  
We have been keeping tissue samples of the fish we 
produce for many years, and this year SWW funded a 
study into the DNA impact of the Hatchery on the DNA 
diversity across the whole Fowey system.  We have also 
started supplying scale samples from our brood-stock 
fish to Exeter University, who are world-leaders in genetic 
research, and they published a really interesting report in 
the summer. 
 
It would be foolish of me to try and disseminate the 
genetic terminology they use and their testing 
methodology – I would make myself look foolish and give 
you the impression that I fully understood the nuts and 
bolts of the whole study – but I will quote the first and last 
lines of this incredibly thorough report; 



 
 “The main aim of the project was to assess the 
 impact on the genetic diversity of the Atlantic 
 salmon population of the St Neot and the 
 broader Fowey catchment……” 
 
 “In conclusion, the results of the study do not 
 indicate that the hatchery and the associated 
 stocking are having a detrimental effect on the 
 patterns of genetic diversity of salmon within the 
 River Fowey..…” 
  
This is excellent news as it provides hard evidence that 
hatchery fish are not genetically inferior, nor do they 
impact negatively on the wild stock. 
 
In other news we have launched a small merchandise 
shop, not-for-profit, but to reward our loyal volunteers and 
brood-stock collectors, without whom we could not 
operate.  If any members would also like to fly the flag 
the items can be bought here -  please scan QR code 
below: 
 
 

 
 
  
Please do follow the hatchery on Facebook and many 
thanks to the LDAC for their continued support and to all 
members who keep in contact and donate fish. 
 
Richard Grieve 

 



 
Lynher Hatchery 

2024 proved to be a very successful year for the hatchery 
with a total of 55,300 fry stocked during the year.  

Interestingly the EA, in their annual Salmonid fisheries 
report, have now started to include national fry stockings 
figures in their statistics, suggesting that their attitude to 
hatcheries may be changing.  

The largest English/Welsh hatchery is the long 
established Kielder hatchery, operated by the EA.  Given 
that nearly 30% of the total national salmon catch for the 
year came from the Tyne this must indicate something 
positive about hatcheries? 

Of note is that the Lynher stocking figure came second 
only to Kielder nationally. This result is a credit to the 
hard work of all concerned, despite being few in numbers 
and of increasing age!  With a small budget of just 
£2,500, donated by members and LDAC, this is no small 
achievement. 

I note we urgently need younger blood for the future, so if 
you are interested in helping please contact us asap. 

2025 Status. 

Whilst we could not hope to match the 2024 result, 2025 
has so far proven to be another good year with nearly 
47,000 eggs laid down; yielding 43,484 stocked fry, a 
survival rate of 93.6%.  

Turning to brood-stock collection in 2025 we are, at the 
time of writing, just 1 fish short of our target. As usual we 
remain indebted to our small band of brood-stock 



collectors (and the EA) for permitting out-of-season 
collection for those so authorized. 

We note that this year the majority of the brood-stock are 
grilse so the overall egg count is likely to be lower. 
Interestingly most brood-stock has been taken well up 
river, suggesting the Addicroft Fish Pass works 
undertaken by WRT, with assistance from our members, 
has proven successful.  

Indications are that salmon runs on the river are steady, 
with 2025 catches likely around the 50 mark; but perhaps 
these could be higher if only summer flows were better 
and angling effort higher. We believe the latter issue is a 
growing problem in LDAC; as evidenced by the fact that 
the 2024 reported sea trout catch from the LDAC Lynher 
beats was beaten more than twelve-fold by just one 
syndicate on the same river, albeit where many of these 
fish were taken by fly at night. 

Arthur White
 

IMPORTANT 

Make a note of this important number on your mobile 
phone now:  

EA incident hotline 0800 80 70 60 

 
                 
11. Website  
 
Don’t forget you can download colour maps, application 
forms, catch return forms, trophy forms and many other 
publications from the website. Go to www.ldac.org.uk    



 
                         
 
12. Season dates  
 
River Fowey 
 
Season dates         Sea Trout: 1st April – 30th September 
           Salmon:     1st April – 30th November 
 
River Lynher 
 
Season dates        Sea Trout: 3rd March – 30th September 
          Salmon:     1st March – 14th October 
     
River Seaton  
 
Season dates       Sea Trout: 1st April – 30th September 
         Salmon:     1st April – 30th November 
 
River Camel 
 
Season dates      Sea Trout: 1st May – 30th September 
        Salmon:     1st May – 15th December 
 
River Inny 
 
Season dates      Sea Trout: 3rd March – 30th September
                  Salmon:    1st March – 14th October 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
                       
 



  TROPHIES 
 
Members are encouraged to submit catches that could 
qualify for one of the four trophies: 

• Brown trout 
• Sea trout 
• Salmon   
• Junior Achievement 

 
Members can either scan or detach the form below and 
email to sec@ldac.org.uk 
 

 

1. Member’s Name    Membership No.  
 Address    
   
   
     
 or your email address   
     
2. Catch details    
 Date     Time  
 River     Beat  
 Species     Weight  
     
 Measurements (if weight not known)  
 Length (cm)    Girth (cm)  
     
 Catch method (delete as applicable) Fly / Spinner / Worm 
     
3. Witness (if available)   
 Name     Membership No.  


